1) Extraction - environment
What impact does all our stuff have on the earth?

How does God expect us to care for the earth and its resources?

Genesis 2: 7-10,15
The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.

And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground— trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

How can we make sure that our stuff doesn’t damage the earth? 
www.thestoryofstuff.com
www.makewealthhistory.org
2) Production – sweatshops and resources from poorer countries
What impact does all our stuff have on communities in poorer countries?

How does God feel about low wages and bad labour practices?
Malachi 3:5-6
So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud labourers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me, says the LORD Almighty.

Isaiah 3:13-15
The LORD takes his place in court; he rises to judge the people.

The LORD enters into judgment against the elders and leaders of his people: "It is you who have ruined my vineyard; the plunder from the poor is in your houses.

What do you mean by crushing my people and grinding the faces of the poor?"  declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty.

How can we make sure that our stuff isn’t causing hardship in other parts of the world?
www.thestoryofstuff.com

www.makewealthhistory.org

3) Distribution – shopping and fashion
Why do we buy things we don’t need? 

Do we find our identity in what we own?

Matthew 6:25-34

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?

 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
How can we make sure our confidence is in the right things?
www.thestoryofstuff.com

www.makewealthhistory.org

4) Consumption – being rich
Can being rich ever be a bad thing?
Mark 10:17-27

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.'”
"Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy."

Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."

At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"
How can we make sure that our wealth never comes between us and God?

www.thestoryofstuff.com

www.makewealthhistory.org

5) Disposal - waste

How much do you throw away?

How much of your stuff is really valuable? 

Luke 12:32-34 
"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Ecclesiastes 5:11,13-15
Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless… 

I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him.

Naked a man comes from his mother's womb, and as he comes, so he departs. He takes nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand.

What things are really valuable in this world? 
www.thestoryofstuff.com

www.makewealthhistory.org

Stuff

- Tonight isn’t about feeling guilty – it’s about how we live positively in a consumer society. 
- show film

- discussion groups and feedback – five groups with a sheet each. 
- summary 

Let’s end on a positive note…
Stuff is not bad – it’s a blessing

When God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work—this is a gift of God.
Ecclesiastes 5:19
Blessings are always for sharing

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
1 John 3:16-17

Wealth has a purpose

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
2 Corinthians 9:10-11

- prayer
Consumerism runs on dissatisfaction and selfishness, so two great antidotes are thankfulness and generosity. Spend some time thanking God for the stuff we enjoy, no matter how mundane those things might be, and asking him to show us how we can be more generous. 
